Plasma catecholamines following nursing procedures in a neonatal ward.
Plasma catecholamines (CA) were determined in arterial blood from infants in a neonatal ward before and after various management procedures. Special care led to a 60% increase in plasma noradrenaline levels (P less than 0.02) whereas the adrenaline concentrations were not significantly affected. CA levels tended to be slightly higher after heel prick and gavage feeding than before, but the differences were not significant.